
 

 

    

Key Vocabulary 

Latitude lines Imaginary lines extending around the Earth horizontally. They measure how far 
north or south an object is on the Earth. 

Longitude lines Imaginary lines running vertically around the Earth. These lines are called 
meridians, and measure how far east or west an object is. 

Equator An imaginary line that splits the world into Northern Hemisphere and the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Greenwich  
Meridian 

An imaginary line that separates east from west. It is the most important longitude 
line. 

Hemisphere A half of the earth, usually as divided into northern and southern halves by the 

equator, or into western and eastern halves by an imaginary line passing through 
the poles. 
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